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INTRODUCTION 

GPOP designed and published four polls to https://gpop.ca/ in advance of its May 28 and 29, 2016 AGM and 
conference. Publication of the polls was intended to ensure that all members, regardless of capacity to attend 
the conference and AGM, had opportunity to provide input on AGM agenda items. 

 

POLL THEMES AND PARTICIPATION, BY NUMBERS OF RESPONDENTS 

Pre-Conference Poll #1:   Should the Conference Grant be an annual opportunity? 
four questions; response rate ranged from 14 to 24 members per question   

Pre-Conference Poll #2:   What do you think of GPOP membership fees? 
10 questions; response rate ranged from 8 to 25 members per question 

 

Pre-Conference Poll #3:   Use of the GPOP Listserv 
11 questions; response rate ranged from 16 to 21 members per question 

 

Pre-Conference Poll #4:   Would You Like to Serve on a 2016-17 GPOP Committee? 
one question; only one respondent 

 

PARTICIPATION, BY INSTITUTION 

Three of the polls invited respondents to identify their institution. While others may have participated without 
identifying their institutions, those who did identified themselves as peers from the 14 following colleges.  

1. College of New Caledonia – British Columbia 
2. Confederation College – Ontario 
3. Douglas College – British Columbia 
4. Fanshawe College – Ontario 
5. Holland College – Prince Edward Island 
6. Lambton College – Ontario 
7. Langara College – British Columbia 
8. New Brunswick College – New Brunswick 
9. NorQuest College - Alberta 

10. Northern Lights College – British Columbia 
11. North Island College – British Columbia 
12. Nova Scotia Community College – Nova Scotia 
13. Okanagan College – British Columbia 
14. Yukon College - Yukon 

 

POLL RESULTS 

Poll results and verbatim responses are provided on the following pages, and a PDF of this report shall 
be published to the GPOP website. A notice of the availability of this report will also be circulated to the 
listserv, to encourage both (a) members’ review of the information and (b) reliance on the GPOP website. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING FUTURE POLLS, and SOLICITIATION OF MEMBERS’ VIEWS 

These are the first electronic GPOP polls conducted via our website. As such, they represent a positive 
step in consulting with members and encouraging their input on matters of relevance to GPOP. However, 
while there was also strong representation from the Atlantic provinces, 50% of those who identified their 
institutions were from BC/Yukon. The Board of Directors may wish to consider a call for Provincial / 
Territorial Communications Chairs, who need not necessarily be Board members, to encourage greater 
levels of participation in general from across the country.  
 

While it may be challenging to publish the AGM agenda package and polls earlier in future years, allowing 
a two-week lead time prior to an event/ meeting at which results are to be considered may also help to 
generate higher participation rates. 
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Pre-Conference Poll #1: Should the Conference Grant be an annual opportunity? 
Poll Publication Date: May 24, 2016  
 

1. Were you aware of the 2016 AGM and Conference Grant? 

15 responses were recorded 
 93%: Yes 

  7%: No 

 
2. Do you support the concept of a GPOP AGM and Conference Grant? 

14 responses were recorded 

 100%: Yes 

 
3. If you support the concept of an AGM and Conference Grant, what dollar value do you recommend? 

16 responses were recorded 
 81%: Keep it at $500 
  6%: $750 
  6%: $1,000 
  6% of respondents selected “Other”.  The respondent commented as follows. 

i. “Keep it at $500 and then review it on an annual basis” 
 

 
4. Respondents were asked to confirm that they were GPOP members. (NB: We did so because 

our website statistics indicate that, as of October 5, 2016, readers from 36 different countries have 
accessed the site at least once in 2016) 

24 responses were recorded; none were negative. Those selecting the “Yes” option were asked to 
enter their institutions’ names. Following are the institutions identified by respondents. 
 

a) CNC (College of New Caledonia) 
b) Confederation College 
c) Douglas College  
d) Holland College 
e) Lambton College 
f) New Brunswick Community College 
g) NorQuest College 
h) Nova Scotia Community College 
i) Okanagan College 
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Pre-Conference Poll #2: What do you think of GPOP membership fees? 
Poll Publication Date: May 25, 2016  
 

1. Do you belong to any other professional organisations? 

19 responses were recorded 
 58%: No 
 37%: Yes 
 5% of respondents selected “Other”.  The respondent commented as follows. 

i. “AGB” (Association of Governing Boards) 
 

2. Do you pay membership fees/dues for one or more other professional associations? 

19 responses were recorded 
 47%: N/A; I do not belong to any other professional associations 
 21%: Yes; I belong to and pay fees for one other professional association 
 16%: Yes; I belong to and pay fees for two other professional associations 
 11%: No; I belong to other professional associations but there is no membership fee 

involved 
 5%: Yes; I belong to and pay fees for three or more other professional associations 

 

3. Expressed in Canadian dollars, what is the annual membership fee for your other 
professional association? 

18 responses were recorded 
 39%: N/A; I do not belong to any other professional associations 
 17%: $100 - $199 CAD per association 
 17%: We have an institutional membership; my pro-rated portion of the cost falls in the 

range of $75 - $100 
 11%: N/A; there is no fee 
 6%: $200 - $299 CAD per association 
 6%: > $300 CAD per association 
 6% of respondents selected “Other”. The respondent comment as follows. 

i. “My membership fee is combined with a Board Membership fee for our organization” 
 

4. Are you open to paying an annual GPOP membership fee? 

19 responses were recorded 
 53%: Yes  
 32%: No 
 16% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “Depends on the cost and what the fees entail” 
ii. Haven’t decided – would need to speak to my President to get her view” 
iii. “With the reduction of GPOP conference fees, yes” 

 

5. Do you support the concept of paying $100 annually for an individual GPOP membership? 

18 responses were recorded 
 67%: Yes 
 22%: No 
 11% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “What do the membership fees cover?” 
ii. “Need to consider it more and discuss with President” 
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Pre-Conference Poll #2: What do you think of GPOP membership fees? (cont’d) 

1. Do you support the concept of an institutional rate of $150 for every two members from a 
given institution? 

18 responses were recorded 
 Yes: 72% 
 No: 17% 
 11% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “Depends on what the membership fees include” 
ii. “Again, need to consider further” 

 
 

2. If you support the concept of a membership fee, but not the dollar figures mentioned above, 
please select “Other” and offer your suggestion 

8 responses were recorded 
a. 100% of respondents selected “Other”, but only four comments were recorded, as follows. 

i. “n/a; I support the proposed figures” 
ii. “I think this is worth debate” 
iii. “I’m in favor of a reasonable fee and consideration of reduced conference fee” 
iv. “I support the dollar figures presented” 

 

3. Would the introduction of membership fees impact your interest in being a GPOP member? 

17 responses were recorded 
a. 41%: I’m not sure 
b. 29%: No 
c. 24%: Yes; it would be a positive progression 
d. 6% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “depending on the fee amount” 
 

4. What (if any) changes in expectations would you have if membership fees are introduced? 

25 responses were recorded 
a. 40%: Continuation of this year’s Conference Grant 
b. 32%: More web-based resources 
c. 28%: Paid speakers/facilitators at annual conferences 

 
 
5. Respondents were asked to confirm that they were GPOP members. (NB: We did so because 

our website statistics indicate that, as of October 5, 2016, readers from 36 different countries have 
accessed the site at least once in 2016) 

22 responses were recorded; none were negative. Those selecting the “Yes” option were asked to 
enter their institutions’ names. Following are the institutions identified by respondents. 
a)  Confederation College 
b)  Douglas College  
c)  Fanshawe College  
d) Holland College 
e)  Lambton College 
f)  New Brunswick Community College  
g)  Northern Lights College 
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Pre-Conference Poll #3: Use of the GPOP Listserv 
Poll Publication Date: May 5, 2016  

 

6. Were you aware of GPOP’s listserv before reading this post? 

20 responses were recorded 
 85%: Yes 
 15%: No 

 

7. Have you used the GPOP listserv? 

18 responses were recorded 
 67%: Yes 
 33%: No  

 

8. How many queries have you posted to the listserv in the past year? 

16 responses were recorded 
 17.5%: 3 – 10 
 17.5%: 1 or 2 
 65%: None 
 

 

9. How long has it been since you last posted a query to the listserv? 

16 responses were recorded 
 6%: Within the past week 
 13%: 1 – 3 months 
 6%: Within the past year 
 19%: More than a year 
 56%: N/A; I haven’t yet posted a query to our listserv 

 
 

10. Have you responded to fellow members’ queries when you have relevant information? 

19 responses were recorded 
 79%: Yes 
 21%: No 

 

11. Generally speaking, do you find it helpful to see responses to other members’ queries? 

21 responses were recorded 
 81%: Yes 
 10%: It varies 
 10% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “Yes; I sometimes e-file responses for future reference” 
ii. Instead of a listserv with several emails, it should be in a forum-format” 

 

12. Generally speaking, do you find it frustrating to see the responses that come in to other 
members’ queries? 

19 responses were recorded 
 53%: No 
 37%: Generally not; they can be informative 
 5%: Yes 
 5% of respondents selected “Other”. That respondent commented as follows. 

i. “No; not at all” 
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Pre-Conference Poll #3: Use of the GPOP Listserv (cont’d) 

1. Before reading this post, did you think to preface queries with either “Governance” or 
“President’s Office” to inform readers of the nature of your query? 

17 responses were recorded 
 47%: No 
 35%: I may have known about this protocol, but forgot about it 
 18%: Yes 
 

 

2. Is your President aware of your ability to quickly gather information via the GPOP listserv? 

19 responses were recorded 
 53%: Yes 
 21%: Good question; I’ll have that discussion with my President  
 11%: No 
 5%: I don’t know; my primary responsibility is to the Board 
 11% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “But he may have forgotten” 
ii. “Would be EA to President to discuss with him” 

 
 
3. Is your Board Chair aware of your ability to quickly gather information via the GPOP listserv? 

19 responses were recorded 
 37%: Yes 
 21%: No 
 21%: I don’t know; my primarily responsibility is to the President 
 11%: Good question; I’ll have that discussion with my Board Chair 
 11% of respondents selected “Other”. Comments were as follows. 

i. “This would fall to EA Board of Governors”. 
ii. “I have advised that I do get information from GPOP when doing research”. 

 
 
 
4. Respondents were asked to confirm that they were GPOP members. (NB: We did so because 

our website statistics indicate that, as of October 5, 2016, readers from 36 different countries have 
accessed the site at least once in 2016) 

18 responses were recorded; none were negative. Those selecting the “Yes” option were asked to 
enter their institutions’ names. Following are the institutions identified by respondents. 

a)   CNC (College of New Caledonia) 
b)   Confederation College 
c)   Douglas College  
d)   Holland College 
e)   Lambton College 
f)   Langara College 
g)  Northern Lights College 
h)   North Island College 
i)   Okanagan College 
j)   Yukon College 
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Pre-Conference Poll #4: Would You Like to Serve on a 2016-17 GPOP Committee? 
Poll Publication Date: May 29, 2016  
 

One person responded. 

a. Shelagh Donnelly responded and wrote, “I could help with website content.” 

 


